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THEMES

Marriage and relationships
1.

children. This is a story we hear more often than ever from won

really possible to “have it all”? If so, under what circum

5. What does Joy mean when she says the children h
true? How does the balance of power shift as childre

reversal become evident?

6. Joy and Stan parent their children in very different ways. Discuss so
their effectiveness or lack thereof. How much influence do you think

roles Stan and Joy played in their children’s youth?

Domestic violence and abuse

7. Do you agree with Moriarty that it's universal for women to fear domestic violence? Discuss
some of the fears typically ingrained in women that men may not have or that they may be

unaware of.




'é-fu dhoocl experience affected the four Dela y

Human nature and social norms
12. Do you agree with Joy that social media plays

days? If so, how do these reimagined memori

=N

13. Joy describes Stan and herself as being

this story, and Joy’s thinking in th
things won't happen to you?

Forgiveness ] o
15. How would you react if you found yourself in the same posi
a parent who went missing? Would you think either of your par

. . . el
Could you forgive, or are some actions so terrible they are s




CHARACTERS

Dtag,'yby think this altered state of being made Joy more sﬁsl epti
' ,.\Q(as it about the situation with Savannah and the off-g

actlons'? How, if at all, does your reaction to Stan’s co

of the novel?
Savannah

19. Do your feelings towards Savannah change thre
her childhood trauma color your view o,_i: he

childhood experiences explain or even ju

20. Why do you think Joy continues to fe
Savannah has done to her family? W

Amy, Logan, Troy and Brooke

21. How has Logan and Troy’s childhood rivalry shaped the man_
their birth order influenced this? How has your position in you ;'J_

personality and life choices?

22.

experience with your siblings, if you have any?

23. Amy is the only one of the Delaney children to show a degree of sympathy and understanding
towards Savannah. What is it about Amy’s personality and life experiences that might explain

this kinder approach?




24. What does' L

generations

28. What techniques does Liane Moriarty use
voices in the novel? How does this influe

characters?



